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MEMBER FOR NEDLANDS - COMMENTS ON TROY MERCANTI 

750. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Attorney General: 
I refer to comments made by the member for Nedlands yesterday under parliamentary privilege in which she 
claimed that Troy Mercanti may have replaced John Kizon as the organised crime figure in Western Australia.  
Will the Attorney General inform the house of the implications that her remarks have had on a District Court 
trial? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
Mr Speaker, unfortunately today Judge Sweeney in the District Court aborted the trial of Jason Mercanti directly 
as a result of the comments that were made in this place yesterday by the member for Nedlands.  The judge this 
morning granted an application by defence counsel to discharge the jury.  The judge ruled that there was a real 
risk that any juror who had seen the article would, given the nature of the case against the accused, have drawn a 
likely connection between him and Troy Mercanti by virtue of the same name and the subject matter of the trial 
and conclude that the accused was a member of an organised crime family, one member of which was 
considered, at least by the shadow Attorney General, to be the main organised crime figure in this state.  The 
judge ruled that the jury would be unable to put that fact from their minds when it was in the paper the very day 
they were to consider their verdict, and that no direction from the judge could remove the risk of an unfair trial.  
Consequently, the trial was aborted. 

Jason Mercanti was facing a very serious criminal charge.  He was at the end of a four-day trial, with the jury 
likely to retire to adjudicate on the matter today.  He was on trial for allegedly giving false evidence to the 
Australian Crime Commission, in which he denied taking large sums of money to Sydney.  Numerous witnesses 
were members of the Perth organised crime squad.  There was evidence that he was under surveillance in Perth 
and Sydney and had taken large sums of cash in his baggage on two occasions.  The Crown had to prove that he 
took the money across to Sydney, knew the contents of the bag and then falsely denied the fact to the ACC.  At 
the beginning of the trial the judge granted a suppression order preventing any publication of the fact that Troy 
Mercanti was the brother of the accused. 

This is a very serious abuse of the privileges of this Parliament, and it immediately resulted in very drastic 
consequences for the administration of justice in this state.  Not only was there the cost of the now aborted trial, 
which was into its fourth or fifth day, but also the inconvenience and cost to all the witnesses involved, many of 
whom are law enforcement officers of this state.  It has also delayed not only bringing this person to justice but 
also other trials that could well have proceeded.  Justice delayed, as we all know, is justice denied.  The accused 
was facing a very serious federal offence.  It was highly irresponsible of the member for Nedlands to raise the 
matter in the provocative way in which she raised it in this place, and she stands to be condemned for it.   
 


